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LEARNING RESOURCES 103:  COLLEGE READING AND STUDY STRATEGIES
University of Wisconsin Marathon County
(Fall 2016)

GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION 

Instructor:

Jason Siegel
Class Hours:

Tuesday/Thursday—9:25 a. m. to 10:40 a.m.
Class Number:

PRISM #3442
Room:  

Room 193 (Main Building)
Instructor E-mail:

jason.siegel@uwc.edu
Instructor Office:

Room 322 (Main Building)
Office Phone:  

(715) 261-6289
Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday—12:20 to 12:50 p.m.
CONTACTING ME
Please feel free to contact me whenever you have any questions about course materials or policies.  You will probably find it most useful to meet with me face-to-face during my office hours (You don’t even have to make an appointment!), but for minor questions you can send me an email and I will get back to you within 24 hours.  If you’d like to meet with me in person but cannot make it to my regular office hours, we can schedule a meeting time that will work for both of us.
COURSE OVERVIEW

Catalogue Course Description
A reading-intensive course that that helps students develop effective strategies for reading textbooks and nonfiction texts, taking notes, studying for exams, and taking tests. 3 non-degree credits.
The UW-Marathon County Reading Program

The campus offers students a two course reading program. Students may take one or both courses; however, under most circumstances, students should not take two reading classes during the same semester. Both courses help students develop the critical reading skills that are required for successfully completing reading-intensive college courses. LEA 101 (Academic Reading) focuses on analysis and writing about reading. LEA 103 (this course) emphasizes reading for test taking. 

Reading Course Placement

Students are placed into a reading class through the campus English Department placement process, advisor or instructor recommendations, or self-placement. Some students receive a recommendation to take a full year of reading (both LEA 101 and 103). This course is also open to any new or continuing student who would like more experience and help with college-level academic reading and study strategies. 
LEA 103 Course Objectives for the UW-Colleges
By the end of LEA 103, each student will demonstrate improvement or proficiency in the following areas:

1. Using effective and appropriate reading strategies to study for college courses 

2. Demonstrating an increased ability to understand college-level reading assignments and successfully complete related learning tasks, including exams and graded activities

3. Taking appropriate steps to increase proficiency in college reading and test taking.
TEXTS AND MATERIALS
Required Texts (Available at the University Bookstore)
· They Say / I Say with Readings, Gerald Graff, Cathy Birkenstein, Russel Durst
· Freakonomics, Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner
· Additional online readings available through links on D2L (textbook chapters and scholarly articles)

· Course handouts (available in-class and on D2L)
Required Materials and Technology for Homework
· Access to a computer (see the computer lab, library, and other campus locations)

· Paper and ink (or money) for printing workshop materials and some readings
· Microsoft Office (available on all campus computers)
· Adobe Acrobat Reader (free at http://get.adobe.com/reader/otherversions/) 
Additional Recommended Course Materials
· A small notebook or binder with lined paper for taking reading and class discussion notes (or a laptop to use for in-class note taking)
· A USB flash drive (also called a thumb drive, jump drive, or memory key)
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES
After taking LEA 103, each student should be able to do the following: 
Academic Success Strategies

· Set and make progress toward achieving individual college reading and learning goals 

· Develop effective individual learning strategies to prepare for reading-intensive college courses

College Study Strategies

· Take efficient notes from textbooks and other nonfiction reading assignments; annotate and mark a text effectively

· Take effective, well-organized notes during lectures and class discussions; use notes to connect ideas from class discussions to reading assignments

· Use appropriate strategies for understanding, memorizing, and recalling information from textbook chapters and other short reading assignments in preparation for taking quizzes and exams

· Organize information from a textbook (or other nonfiction text) before memorizing it, using strategies that are appropriate for the purpose of a specific assignment

Academic Reading

· Use reading and study strategies that are appropriate for the genre, purpose, and requirements of a college reading assignment

· Vary reading rate according to the purpose and difficulty level of a textbook chapter or other nonfiction reading assignment

· Use textbook reading clues to distinguish between important ideas and less relevant information

· Identify, understand, and analyze the main point of a nonfiction text

· Identify and understand the main point of paragraphs or sections, supporting details, and supporting evidence in textbook chapters and other nonfiction texts

· Accurately summarize a reading assignment, focusing on the main point and key supporting details

· Develop individual strategies for identifying and learning unfamiliar words in a college reading assignment; make progress toward developing a college-level academic vocabulary

· Make progress toward analyzing complex texts critically and perceptively, using appropriate college-level reading strategies for the genre and purpose of an assignment

· Evaluate the main point, key supporting points, and supporting evidence in a college-level nonfiction text

· Demonstrate the ability to work effectively in a small group to discuss complex ideas from course readings

Test Taking

· Create organized test review materials based on college reading assignments

· Use effective strategies for reading, understanding, and answering objective test questions based on course readings

· Write an essay exam or other timed in-class writing assignment that develops a well-organized answer to an essay question or writing prompt with specific evidence from course readings

Writing about Reading

· Write a college-level thesis statement that takes a position on an issue from course readings and support it with evidence from the text

· In an essay exam or formal academic essay, synthesize related ideas from two or more texts or from more than one perspective presented in the same text



 GRADING AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS
GRADING
Because this is a non-degree credit course, your final grade will not be included in your college grade point average (GPA).  However, you will receive a course grade in PRISM, and it could affect your financial aid status or potentially influence the outcome of any appeals that you might make to the campus if you are suspended.  Under certain circumstances, a failing grade in a reading course could also affect your ability to enroll in a composition course.  LEA 103 is available as a pass/fail or graded course.  In the UW Colleges, a grade of satisfactory is the same as pass at some other institutions. In this class, students who would normally receive grades in the C range will receive an S (satisfactory).  Students who make progress toward achieving overall course learning outcomes with a high degree of proficiency will receive a letter grade in the A or B range.  
Grading Scale
	A

A-
	93-100

90-92
	Excellent mastery of course learning outcomes

	B+

B
B-

	87-89

83-86
80-82
	Good progress toward achieving course learning outcomes

	S
	70-79

	Sufficient progress toward achieving course learning outcomes



	D+

D

D-
	67-69

63-66

60-62
	Unsatisfactory progress toward achieving learning outcomes with poor participation, a lack of preparation, and/or insufficient completion of required coursework; repeat LEA 103

	F
	59-0
	Failure to complete required assignments or unofficial withdrawal from the course; repeat LEA 103

	R
	Below 70
	Improving academic skills, satisfactory preparation and participation,  and completion of required coursework without sufficient progress toward meeting course learning outcomes; repeat LEA 103


Repeat (R) Grade
Sometimes students complete coursework in a skills class with satisfactory effort but still have difficulty reading and writing at a college level. They will receive an R (repeat) grade instead of a failing grade. An R grade is reserved for students who are making progress but need to enroll in the class again to develop the skills necessary for taking degree-credit courses.  To receive an R grade instead of an F, a student must a) complete all essays, exams, and; b) submit most homework assignments; c) attend class regularly; and d) actively participate during in-class activities.  An R grade does not affect a student’s college GPA.
Failing (F) Grade
You will not fail the course if you complete assignments on time, participate in classroom workshop activities, and complete all course requirements (see the above explanation for the R grade).  You will, however, receive a failing grade if you don’t attend class regularly, don’t complete homework, or put minimal effort into assignments.  See “Course Requirements” for a description of the tasks that each student must complete to pass the course.  
Withdraw (W) Grade
The last day on which you can withdraw from the course and receive a “W” grade is November 10.  If you are considering dropping the course for any reason, please see an advisor in Student Affairs or TRIO in order to find out how it will affect your financial aid.
Course Requirements 

· Essay 1 (15% of the final course grade)
· Essay 2 (20% of the final course grade)

· Midterm Exam (15% of the final course grade)

· Final Exam (20% of the final course grade)

· Quizzes (10% of the final course grade)
· Journal, Self Assessment Writing, and Class Notes (10% of the final course grade)
· Class Participation and Workshops (10% of the final course grade)
Reading Journal, Class Notes, and Self-Assessment (10% of the final course grade)
You will be required to produce a journal entry for every reading assignment throughout the semester.  Your journal entry should include the definitions of unfamiliar words that you encounter in your reading, notes on the reading, questions that you have about the reading, and your own responses to the reading.  You can use your journal entries to help you participate in class discussions, and I will collect your journal entries at the end of the semester along with your class notes. Throughout the semester, you will also be asked to write three short essays assessing your own reading, writing, note-taking, and test-taking abilities.
Class Participation and Workshop (10% of the final course grade)

You will receive course credit for preparation, attendance, and participation during in-class learning activities. This includes participating in peer review workshops for the two essay assignments.  For reach essay assignment, you must submit two drafts. You will get feedback on your first draft from me and from a peer review group, and you will provide feedback on your peer review partners’ essays.  You will then have a chance to revise your essay before turning in the second draft for a grade.  Your class participation and workshop grade will be based on:

· Attendance
· In-class Writing Activities
· Participation in peer review workshops 

· Participation in small group discussions and activities related to course readings

· Participation in large (whole class) discussions on readings
Quizzes (10% of the final course grade)
Each week you will be given at least one short quiz on the course readings, lectures, and discussions.  These quizzes will be announced ahead of time, and there will be two types of quizzes.  The first type will simply test you on factual information from readings and lectures.  The second type will test your ability to think about and analyze course readings. 
Exams
The midterm and final exams will test your college test-taking abilities.  Each test will consist of at least one essay response to a discussion question.  You will be given the question ahead of time, and will be allowed to prepare an outline of your response to help you formulate an effective answer on the test day.  The exams will be administered in class, and they will be timed.

Essay Assignments

You will write two major essays during the semester.  The first essay will be a summary essay, and the second essay will be an analytical response essay.  Each essay will be submitted in two drafts.  You will receive feedback from me and a peer review group on the first draft, and then you will revise the essay before turning it in for a grade.

CLASS POLICIES AND GUIDELINES
Changes in Course Policies

I reserve the right to change the schedule, assignments, course policies, or any part of this syllabus.  You will receive notification in class of any changes to the syllabus or schedule. Changes will also be available in writing through D2L (see the weekly schedules, assignment instruction handouts, and the online version of the syllabus).  Assignments will never be due earlier than the date listed in the original schedule. 

Changes in Course Requirements
This is a non-degree courses designed to help students succeed in college.  Therefore, I reserve the right to adapt or change the course requirements for individual students who need additional or different work to prepare for English 102 and other difficult reading and writing-intensive courses.  If I feel that you need personal homework assignments, I will meet with you privately to discuss a study plan. Any changes in course requirements will require the same amount of effort as homework in the regular class schedule. Students who will need to repeat the course because of an R grade might receive individual assignments to help them make progress as college readers and writers before enrolling in the course again.  
Attendance

Attendance is absolutely required. LEA 103 is discussion-based course, so your presence matters for your own learning, as well as for the contributions you can make to the learning of others.  For this reason, you need to be in class on time and prepared every single meeting. However, because I realize there are times when you must miss class due to illness, a family emergency, or other pressing matters, you will be allowed two free unexcused absences without penalty. If you know you have to miss class, send me an email ahead of time whenever possible.  It is your responsibility to find out what you missed and to make up any work as required. Excessive or habitual tardiness may be counted as an absence.

The final course grade will be lowered for each additional absence beyond the first 2 absences (An A will become an A-, an A- will become a B+, and so on). An absence beyond 6 absences (the equivalent of 2 full weeks of class) will result in a student failing the course.

Obviously, I will take into account extraordinary reasons for an absence such as a severe accident or illness, a family emergency or death, a recognized religious holiday, or jury duty.  Just let me know! 

Late Work

You will do a lot of writing and revising in this course and a lot of work with your peers, which means that all work must be turned in at the beginning of class on the date specified. If a paper or draft is turned in late, the overall grade for that paper assignment will be reduced by a letter grade (i.e. A to A-) for every calendar day that the paper or draft is late.  When a paper is one week late it automatically receives a failing grade.

Incomplete Grades
In the UW Colleges, an incomplete grade is available only if a student cannot complete a limited number of major course requirements at the end of a semester because of emergency circumstances (such as a serious illness).  To qualify for an incomplete, a student must a) attend class regularly throughout the semester, b) complete most assignments and all exams except for those directly affected by the emergency situation, c) receive a passing grade on completed work, and d) meet with the instructor before the end of classes to arrange a contract for completing missing assignments.  A student taking an incomplete grade will have one semester to make up missing assignments.  

Special Accommodations
If you have a UW Colleges accommodation plan for a disability, I strong encourage you to meet with me during the first week of class to discuss how to use your plan effectively this semester.  You have the right to keep all personal information private. You are also not required to tell instructors about disabilities or other personal issues affecting your ability to complete the course successfully. However, unless you inform me about your needs at the beginning of the semester, I will assume that you will be able to meet course requirements on time without accommodations.  I am also available to help students who need assistance learning how to implement accommodations in other courses or those who want more information about receiving testing for a learning disability. 

This class includes regular on-demand writing in timed situations; however, all students will have the option to revise in-class writing before submitting it for a grade. For this reason, some students choose not to use their university accommodations for in-class writing assignments.  Other students benefit tremendously from using their approved accommodations for all on-demand writing assignments in composition courses. Please talk with me if your accommodation plan includes extra time for tests and on-demand assignments, use of a computer or assistive technology, or an alternate testing room. You will be able to use these accommodations for in-class writing assignments. I also strongly recommend that you receive a note taker for this course if that is specifically included in your accommodation plan. 

For more information on accommodation plans and services for students with disabilities, contact Amber Ruff-Brei in Student Services.  
Academic Misconduct (Cheating and Plagiarism)
Cheating is doing something dishonest to take a test or complete an assignment.  Plagiarizing means taking someone else’s work and submitting it to an instructor for course credit. Plagiarism includes (but isn’t limited to) the following: having someone else write all or a portion of an assignment; submitting a paper or other work from an online or print source; including someone else’s written or spoken words in a paper without using quotation marks; taking an idea from an oral source (such as a lecture, television show, or radio interview) and using it without giving credit to the speaker; borrowing ideas or information from a text without properly citing the source; and asking another person to do writing in an online test, chat, or discussion for course credit. 
If you don’t understand what plagiarism is, please contact me immediately. I absolutely will not tolerate cheating and intentional plagiarism. If you submit someone else’s writing as your own work or cheat on an exam, I will take disciplinary action, following the University of Wisconsin System procedures for academic misconduct.  You will receive a failing grade for the assignment, and you might also fail the course, depending on the situation and the weight of the assignment in your course grade. For more information on academic dishonesty, refer to Student Rules and Regulations (http://www.uwc.edu/student_services/student_R&R.pdf).
Unintentional Plagiarism (Not Citing Sources Appropriately)

You will also not receive full credit for your course portfolio if you unintentionally plagiarize. For example, this might include not clearly distinguishing between your own thinking and the ideas of an author, not using quotation marks around direct quotes from a reading assignment, or not using appropriate wording to show readers that you are paraphrasing a text. It is important that you know how to cite sources and use quotations properly. In this course, you will learn how to cite ideas from course readings, scholarly research, and independent primary research; this course will also help you learn how to distinguish between your own thinking and the ideas of others when you write academic essays. I will not expect that you will be able to cite ideas from course readings until I teach you how to do this during class.  You will receive instructor feedback on your use of course readings and other sources, and you will have the opportunity to revise your use of course readings and other sources before receiving a portfolio grade.  If you need extra help with documentation, please contact me for individual instruction or meet with a Writing Center instructor. 

UW-Colleges and English Department Assessment

The UW Colleges-wide assessment program was established to enhance the quality and effectiveness of the curriculum, programs, and services of the institution.  The institution-wide assessment activities focus on analytical, quantitative, communication, aesthetic, and intercultural skills because they are of primary importance in the general education of our students.  This semester, students in some English Composition courses will be assessed on their ability to recognize and use a variety of communication forms and styles. Students in some Literature and Creative Writing courses will be assessed on how or whether literary studies help cultivate students' intercultural skills.

 

This year the Department Assessment Coordinators are Holly Hassel (holly.hassel@uwc.edu) and Jill Stukenberg (jill.stukenberg@uwc.edu).  If you have any questions about assessment or would like any additional information about department research and results, you can contact them at the above email addresses.

 

LEA courses are often not included in institutional assessments.  However, I will let students know in advance if work in this class will be part of an assessment, and I will use the final essay for the institutional assessment. Any institutional, departmental, or campus assessment of your work will not affect your course grade.
Calendar

Below is an outline of the semester calendar.  Although the schedule might change, assume that it is correct unless I tell you otherwise.  Please note that homework assignments are due at the beginning of class on the very next class date after which they are assigned (if it is assigned on Monday, it is due on Wednesday, etc.). In the list of readings below, TSIS refers to They Say / I Say.  Additional Readings will be available on D2L.
Tuesday 9/6
In Class: -Introduction to Course

                -Go over Syllabus  
                -Self Assessment #1                                                             

               -Discuss Note-taking and reading Strategies
Homework: -Read Syllabus and bring in any questions
                    -Read Ungar, “The New Liberal Arts” (TSIS 226-33)


        -Complete a Journal entry for “The New Liberal Arts”

Thursday 9/8
In Class: -Discuss “The New Liberal Arts” (TSIS 226-33)

                -Discuss Reading Strategies

    -Discuss Factual Quizzes

Homework: -Study for Factual Quiz 
Tuesday 9/13
In Class: -Factual Quiz
                -Discuss Quiz


    -Discuss Summaries
Homework: - Read “Kenyon Commencement Speech” (D2L)       
Thursday 9/15
In Class:  -Discuss Wallace, “Kenyon Commencement Speech” (D2L)
                 -Discuss Analytical Reading
                 -Discuss Analytical Quiz

Homework: -Prepare for Analytical Quiz
Tuesday 9/20
In Class: -Analytical Quiz
               -Discuss Quiz

               -Discuss Longer Readings
 Homework: -Read Murray, “Are Too Many People Going to College?” (TSIS 234-53)
Thursday 9/22
In Class: -Discuss Murray, “Are Too Many People Going to College?” (TSIS 234-53)

                -Discuss Essay #1 

Homework:  -Prepare for Factual Quiz
                     -Summarize one section of “Are Too Many People Going to College?”

                     -Draft 1 of Essay #1 Due Tuesday, 10/4
Tuesday 9/27
In Class:  -Factual Quiz
                 -Discuss Summaries

Homework: -Read Graff, “Hidden Intellectualism” (TSIS 264-70)

                    -Draft 1 of Essay #1 Due Tuesday, 10/4
Thursday 9/29
In Class: -Discuss “Hidden Intellectualism” (TSIS 264-70)
Homework: - Draft 1 of Essay #1 Due Tuesday, 10/4
Tuesday 10/4
In Class: -Draft 1 of Essay #1 Due
                -Workshop

Homework: - Final Draft of Essay #1 Due Tuesday, 10/11
Thursday 10/6
In Class: -Discuss Midterm Exam
                -Discuss Outlines

Homework: -Prepare Thesis Statement and Outline Midterm Exam
                    -Study for Factual Quiz

                    -Final Draft of Essay #1 Due Tuesday, 10/11
Tuesday 10/11
In Class: -Final Draft of Essay #1 Due

                -Factual Quiz

                -Discuss Thesis Statements
                -Discuss Outlines

Homework: -Study for Midterm Exam
Thursday 10/13
In Class: -Midterm Exam
                Homework: -Read “Introduction” (TSIS 1-14)
Tuesday 10/18
In Class: -Discuss Textbook Reading
                -Discuss Introduction
Homework: -Read “They Say” (TSIS 19-29)
                    -Read “Her Point Is” (TSIS 30-41)

                    -Prepare for Factual Quiz         

Thursday 10/20
In Class: -Factual Quiz

                -Discuss “They Say”
                -Discuss “Her Point Is”

Homework: - Read “As He Himself Puts It” (TSIS 42-50)

                    -Prepare for Analytical Quiz

                    -Complete Self Assessment #2
Tuesday 10/25
In Class: -Self Assessment #2 Due

                -Analytical Quiz
                -Discuss “As He Himself Puts It”

Homework: -Read “Yes / No / Okay, But” (TSIS 55-67)
Thursday 10/27
In Class: -Discuss “Yes / No / Okay, But”
    -Discuss Essay #2 

Homework:  -Textbook Reading TBA (D2L)

                     -Prepare for Factual Quiz

Tuesday 11/1
In Class: -Discuss Textbook Reading

                -Factual Quiz 
                - Homework: -Read Freakonomics (xxiii-xxvi)
                                       -Read Freakonomics (1-14)
Thursday 11/3

In Class:  -Discuss Freakonomics (xxiii-xxvi)
                -Discuss Freakonomics (1-14)
Homework: -Prepare for Analytical Quiz  
                    -Read Freakonomics (15-50)     
Tuesday 11/8
In Class: -Analytical Quiz
                -Discuss Freakonomics (15-50)
Homework:-Read Freakonomics (51-83)
                    -Prepare for Analytical Quiz
Thursday 11/10
In Class: -Analytical Quiz

               -Discuss Freakonomics (51-83)
Homework:-Read Freakonomics (85-113)

Tuesday 11/15
In Class:     -Discuss Essay #2

        -Discuss Freakonomics (85-113)
Homework: -Read Scholarly Article TBA
                    -Draft 1 of Essay #2 Due Tuesday, 12/6
Tuesday 11/17
In Class: -Discuss Scholarly Article              
Homework:  -Read Freakonomics (115-145)
                     -Prepare for Analytical Quiz
Tuesday 11/22
In Class: -Analytic Quiz
                -Discuss Freakonomics (115-145)
Homework:  -Read Scholarly Article TBA
Thursday 11/24

NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING
Tuesday 11/29
In Class: -Discuss Scholarly Article
Homework:  -Read Freakonomics (147-179) 

                     -Draft 1 of Essay #2 Due Tuesday, 12/6
Thursday 12/1

In Class: - Discuss Freakonomics (147-179)
         

Homework -Draft 1 of Essay #2 Due Tuesday, 12/6
Tuesday 12/6
In Class: Draft 1 of Essay #2 Due

                -Workshop

Homework: -Prepare for Analytical Quiz


        -Final Draft of Essay 2 Due Tuesday, 12/13
Thursday 12/8
In Class: -Analytic Quiz

                -Discuss Final Exam

Homework: -Read Freakonomics (181-211)


                    -Final Draft of Essay 2 Tuesday, 12/13
        -Complete Self-Assessment #3

Tuesday 12/13
In Class: -Discuss Freakonomics (181-211)
                -Final Draft of Essay 2 Due

                -Self-Assessment 3 Due

                -Final Exam Review
Homework: -Journal and Notes due on Thursday, December 22
Final Exam Thursday, December 22 from 8:00 am-10:00 am
